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Welcome

Welcome to all of our guests and visitors. Whether you 
are simply passing through or looking for a spiritual home, 
we are blessed to have you join us in worship.

We are a community that expresses its love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ in ancient, yet timeless worship forms. 
We are a community that seeks to understand what it 
prays. We are a community that asks the Holy Spirit 
to teach us to love one another and the world beyond 
our church walls. By God’s graciousness, we are growing.

Connect with us by completing a Welcome Card. Our 
rector, Father Dominique, or a member of our leadership 
team (Vestry), would love to be in touch.



Sundays at Ascension & St. Agnes

Sunday School
10:15am in the St. Vincent Atrium
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, for children ages 3–12, meets at 10:15am in the lower level of the 
church, the first door on the right, St. Vincent Atrium. For more information, contact Victoria 
Ebell (victoriaebell@comcast.net).

Bible Study
9:30am in the Social Hall
Fellowship and a cup of coffee around the gospel for the day. Whenever you can, whenever you 
want, as you are.

Lunch Ministry
12:30pm–2:00pm
Our parishioners and friends prepare bagged lunches and distribute them outside of the church 
and at McPherson Square Park. Without your help, this wouldn’t be possible. Please consider do-
nating sandwiches, or a sweet or savory snack (such as chips, cookies, granola bars or fresh fruit) 
to complement the sandwich. Volunteers are always needed for preparation and distribution. For 
more information, contact Churck Bass (tenormaxx@aol.com) or Chuck Partridge (cmpartridg@
yahoo.com
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¶ Text in bold to be spoken aloud by congregants.

Prayerful silence is golden. Please help maintain the prayerful atmosphere of the church with a reverent silence 
in preparation for our celebration; if you wish to have a moment of fellowship, you are welcome to gather in the social 
hall/undercroft.

Today's Mass- Mass of the Quiet Hour- George Oldroyd (1886-1951)

Prelude

Introit	 	

Behold, he appeareth, the Lord and Ruler:  
and in his hand the kingdom, and power, and dominion.	
Give the King thy judgments, O God:  
and thy righteousness unto the King’s Son. 	
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen.  Behold, he appeareth, etc.

¶ Please stand at the sound of the bell. 

The Procession

Celebrant:	 Let us go forth in peace. Alleluia.
People:	 In the name of Christ. Alleluia. 

Hymn    	     Verses 1-3 are sung before the Station the Crèche and verses 4-6 after the Station
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The Station At the Crèche

Celebrant:	 All they from Saba shall come. Alleluia.
People:	 They shall bring gold and insence. Alleluia. 
Celebrant:	 Let us pray.

Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new Light of thine Incarnate Word:  grant that the 
same Light enkindled in our hearts may ever shine forth in our lives.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Opening Acclamation

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kyrie

Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison
Christe eleison
Christe eleison
Christe eleison
Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison

Lord, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us

Gloria

Glória in excélsis Deo
et in terra pax homínibus bonæ voluntátis.
Laudámus te, benedícimus te,
(bow) adorámus te , (upright) glorificámus te,
grátias ágimus tibi propter magnam glóriam tuam,
Dómine Deus, Rex cæléstis,
Deus Pater omnípotens.

Dómine Fili Unigénite, (bow)  Iesu Christe,
(upright) Dómine Deus, Agnus Dei, Fílius Patris,
qui tollis peccáta mundi, 
miserére nobis;
qui tollis peccáta mundi,
(bow)  súscipe deprecatiónem nostram.
(upright)  Qui sedes ad déxteram Patris,
miserére nobis.

Quóniam tu solus Sanctus,
tu solus Dóminus,
tu solus Altíssimus,
(bow) Iesu Christe,
(upright) cum Sancto Spíritu:

  in glória Dei Patris. Amen. 

Glory be to God on high;
and in earth peace, goodwill towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
(bow) we worship thee, (upright) we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.

O Lord the only begotten Son, (bow) Jesus Christ:
(upright) O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
(bow) receive our prayer.
(upright)  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father,
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord:
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art the Most High in the  glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
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O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thine only-begotten Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who 
know thee now by faith, to thy presence, where we may behold thy glory face to face; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

¶ Please be seated.

The Liturgy of the Word
There are often four Scripture passages at every Mass.

Old Testament Reading		  Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the 
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Na-
tions shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they 
all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried 
on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abun-
dance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold 
and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Lector: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm		  Cantate Domino	 Psalm 72:1-7,10-14

GIVE the King thy judgments, O God, * and thy righteousness unto the King's son.
2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto right, * and defend the poor.
3 The mountains also shall bring peace, * and the little hills righteousness unto the people.
4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right, * defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong doer.
5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth, * from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like the rain upon the mown grass, * even as the drops that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall give presents; * the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.
11 All kings shall fall down before him; * all nations shall do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth; * the needy also, and him that hath no helper.
13 He shall be favourable to the simple and needy, * and shall preserve the souls of the poor.
14 He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong; * and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Epistle Reading		  Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely you have al-
ready heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known 
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to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my under-
standing of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of 
his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now 
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confi-
dence through faith in him.

         Lector: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God. 

¶ Please Stand

Alleluia			   Vidimus Stellam				  

Vs.  We have seen his star in the east * and are come with gifts to worship the Lord

Gospel	 Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel is the pinnacle of the Liturg y of the Word; hence, standing. Many have adopted the custom of making 
the sign of the cross on the forehead, lips, and heart during the announcement, whereby we ask for the Word of Our 

Lord to be in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusa-
lem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
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be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their trea-
sure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

¶ Please be seated.

Sermon		       						         Fr. Preston Hannibal

¶ Please stand.
Nicene Creed

Formulated over two ecumenical councils in 325 and 381 A.D., the Nicene Creed is the summary of Christian belief, 
sometimes called the Symbol of the Faith. The Creed’s focus is our Lord as both fully God (divine) and fully man 

(human).
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Prayers of the People

For the one Christian Church throughout the world, that the invitation “Come, let us adore Him” be heard 
and heeded and renew every heart,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all those who govern, that the presence of Christ inspire them to be heroes of virtue and authentic liberty,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

For all people of goodwill, that the coming of the Redeemer bring hope and peace,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

For the children in our midst and neighborhood, for all children in foster care or who have been orphaned, 
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy. 

For the forgotten and the abused, for broken families, travelers, those who will spend Christmas in the hos-
pital, those whom we struggle to love, for all those on our prayer list and for those we now name in our hearts 
___________ , that all experience the tenderness and the strength revealed in the birth of Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy. 
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For the absolution and remission   of our sins and offenses,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

For those who have died,  that the Savior take them into His eternal embrace,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the ever-blessed and glorious Virgin Mary, the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles and 
martyrs, Saints Agnes and Francis, and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life to Christ our God. 

¶ The celebrant adds a concluding collect to which all reply

The Peace

Reconciled to God and one another, we receive the peace of Christ and of fer it to one another, “the peace of Christ”, 
accompanied by a gesture: hug, handshake, smile, slight bow ... Some of our neighbors may prefer no contact, which 
we respect.

Celebrant	 								                  All:

Prayers of the People

For the one Christian Church throughout the world, that the invitation “Come, let us adore Him” be heard 
and heeded and renew every heart,
let us pray to the Lord.

For all those who govern, that the presence of Christ inspire them to be heroes of virtue and authentic liberty,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

For all people of goodwill, that the coming of the Redeemer bring hope and peace,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy.

For the children in our midst and neighborhood, for all children in foster care or who have been orphaned, 
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy. 

For the forgotten and the abused, for broken families, travelers, those who will spend Christmas in the hos-
pital, those whom we struggle to love, for all those on our prayer list and for those we now name in our hearts 
___________ , that all experience the tenderness and the strength revealed in the birth of Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.

All:		 Lord, have mercy. 
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¶ Please be seated as the altar is prepared.

Offertory          	  
Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee, Alleluia. Oh praise the Lord all ye nations, and 

laud him all ye people, for his merciful kindness is great toward us and the truth of the Lord endureth forever.

Music:Healey Willan (1880-1968)

The gifts of bread and wine, the "work of human hands", are brought to the altar. Our gifts of "treasure" are also 
brought forward.  All of these symbolize the gifts of our very selves, which are, by our intention, placed on the altar 

for transformation by grace.  Your financial of fering may be made using this QR code.

¶ Please stand and join in the Offertory Hymn.

Hymn		  	 We Three Kings	 Hymnal 1982 #128

To follow along with the Eucharistic Prayer, turn to page 333 of the Book of Common Prayer. Please note that we fol-
low the Anglican Service Book version of the liturg y, which is presented in the original Early Modern English.

The Holy Communion

Celebrant:	 Pray, beloved: that this, my sacrifice and yours, may be acceptable to God the Father 			 
		  Almighty.
People: 	 May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of His Name, both  
		  to our benefit and that of all His holy Church.
Celebrant:	 Amen.

Sursum Corda
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Sanctus & Benedictus

The Sanctus and Benedictus (Latin for “ holy” and “ blessed”) is one of the earliest elements of Christian worship 
(St. Clement of Rome—fourth Bishop of Rome, +104—mentions it) and concludes the Preface. It is the hymn of the 
seraphim in Isaiah 6:3 that never ceases before God, in which we now join. 

¶ The Proper Preface is intentionally omitted here. The celebrant concludes with:

Celebrant: Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name; evermore praising thee and saying

(bow) Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus 
Sabaoth.  
(upright) Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.  
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis.

(bow) Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
(upright) Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee O Lord most high. 

Blessed  is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

¶ Please kneel
The Great Thanksgiving

The Greek eukharitos means “grateful.” The “Great Thanksgiving”, the solemn heart of the Eucharistic Prayer, is a 
sequence of prayers received from the early Church, whose fundamental pattern is found in the Jewish celebration of the 
Passover, which involves both a meal and a sacrifice. After our “offertory” prayer that God welcome our celebration, turn-
ing our hearts “upwards” and giving thanks in the “preface”, and joining the seraphim (angels) before God in the sanctus 
and benedictus, we “ do in memory” of Christ. There follows what Christ said at the Last Supper (”This is my body...”), an 
invocation of the Holy Spirit, various intercessions, and concluding solemn praise to the Trinity. This is not simple repeti-
tion or reenactment, but grateful worship offered to the Father by Christ through the priest, acting in the person of Christ, 
and in all the members of Christ’s Body. Indeed, the whole Church enters into the very dynamic of Christ’s self-giving.

¶ The Eucharistic Prayer (Epiclesis and Institution Narrative) is not printed here to invite us to look up, listen deeply, 
and enter fully into the mystery unfolding at the altar. The celebrant concludes with:

Celebrant: Therefore according to his command, O Father

Memorial Acclamation
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¶ The Celebrant continues with the Amnesis, Oblation, and Second Epiclesis, all intentionally omitted here. The cele-
brant concludes the Eucharistic Prayer with:

Celebrant: By Whom, and with Whom, and in Whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
Thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

People: 

Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say

The Fraction

The Celebrant breaks the Eucharistic Bread or Host ( from the Latin for “victim”), recalling Christ’s gesture of 
breaking bread at the Last Supper. The priest then puts a piece of the host into the chalice (“commingles,” a rite dating 
from the eighth century) to signify the unity of the living and glorious Body and Blood of the Lord in the work of 
salvation, often saying inaudibly as he/she does so: “May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
bring eternal life to us who receive it.”
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Invitation

Celebrant:	 Behold     the Lamb of God, behold him that taketh away the sins of the world.
People: 	 Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof.  
		  But speak the word only and my soul shall be healed.

Agnus Dei

This chant has been sung since the 7th century. It is based upon John the Baptist’s reference to Jesus (John 1:29): “Behold the 
Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world,” which the priest just echoed in presenting the consecrated bread and wine 
to the congregation.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata  
mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata  
mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata  
mundi, dona nobis pacem.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the  
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the  
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the  
sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

	  
Communion			                       		            Will Todd

Shepherds, called by angels, 
called by love and angels: 
No place for them but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 

Sages, searching for stars, 
searching for love in heaven; 
No place for them but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 

His love will hold me, 
his love will cherish me, 
love will cradle me. 
Lead me, lead me to see him, 
sages and shepherds and angels; 
No place for me but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 

¶ Please kneel as able.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Celebrant:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
People: 	 Thou hast graciously accepted us as living members of Thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
		  and Thou hast fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us  
		  now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve Thee with glad-
ness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

¶ Please be seated.

Epiphany Proclamation

Know ye beloved brethren that as by God’s favour we rejoiced in the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so too we an-
nounce to you the glad tidings of the Resurrection of our Saviour. 
The Sunday of Septuagesima will fall on the first day of February. 
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Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of the most holy Lenten fast, on the eighteenth day of February. 
On the fifth day of April you shall celebrate with greatest joy the holy Pasch of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Ascension of our Lord will occur on the fourteenth day of May. 
The feast of Whitsunday on the twenty-fourth day of May. 
The fourth day of June is the Feast of Corpus Christi. 
The twenty-ninth day of November will usher in the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be honour and glory eter-
nally. 
Amen.	 	

¶ Please stand.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father,      the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn			   Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning	 Hymnal 1982 #118

Dismissal

The Celebrant sends us forth to carry the mystery of God into the world.  

We ask those departing to do so quietly until they have exited the nave, allowing space for the continued prayer of those who remain.

Postlude 			 

The postlude is a musical act of thanksgiving, a closing expression of our worship. It is a moment to savor the grace received, further 

preparing us to go into the world as instruments of God’s goodness and light.  
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